
 
Garrett Nelson 

Nebraska 
Edge Rusher 

Height: 6027 Weight: 249 Year: 4JR Jersey #: 44 Hometown: Scottsbluff, NE 
Games Reviewed: 2022 Wisconsin, Minnesota, Illinois, Purdue, Rutgers 

2022 Stats: 12 G, 12 GS, 65 Tkl, 35 Solo, 30 Ast, 5.5 Sacks, 0 Int 
Career Stats: 43 G, 32 GS, 167 Tkl, 80 Solo, 87 Ast, 12 Sacks, 0 Int 

Scouting Report by: Patrick Powers 
 

Critical Factors 
Pass Rush Ability 1st Step Explosion POA/Set Edge 

5 5 5 
Positional Factors 

PR Repertoire Bend Hand Use Play Strength Range Flat Coverage 
4 4 6 5 5 6 

Motor FBI Discipline Tackling Toughness ST Value 
6 5 5 5 6 5 

 

Strengths Weaknesses 
●​ Versatility ●​ Consistency vs Run 

●​ Extension ●​ Pass Rushing Approach 

●​ Motor ●​ Reaction Time 

Overall​
Garrett Nelson plays as an Edge in Nebraska’s 4-3 defense. Nelson appeared in 43 games throughout his collegiate career, of which he 
started 32. Nelson has enough size and quickness to stay at the edge and can play inside or even off the line of scrimmage in passing 
situations, though he excels in none of these spots. His effort results in a few extra hurries, sacks, and assisted tackles on the stat sheet, and 
his drive and toughness prevent Nelson from ever backing down, fighting every play from the first to the last. 

Pass Game​
With persistent effort, Nelson finds ways to get to the quarterback and led Nebraska in sacks for the second straight season. Minus the 
motor, however, Nelson has limited pass rushing abilities, and his positioning in a 2- or 3- point stance does not appreciably change his 
outcomes. Frequently Nelson takes himself out of the play, approaching the tackle from too wide an angle, rushing far outside the pocket, 
or not firing off quickly enough to affect the play. He has a limited pass rushing repertoire as well, featuring a bull rush, rip, and swim that 
take too long to develop. With quicker reactions to the offensive lineman, Nelson could turn this small selection into a quality set of moves. 
But for the majority of passes, Nelson looks content to occupy the tackle in a persistent bull rush, which usually does not pressure the 
passer. In nickel and dime situations, Nelson sometimes plays as a 3-technique, and occasionally aligns at linebacker and drops into 
coverage as well. He rarely beats the guard when rushing on these downs but does surprisingly well as a pass defender. In zone he drops 
quickly and prevents easy completions, while in man he rarely allows extensive yards after catch. 

Run Game​
When isolated against an offensive lineman in the running game, Nelson holds his own. He gets extension and sheds blocks quickly enough 
to get in on the tackle, all the while setting the edge of the defense. At times Nelson does stray from the play, either by playing with the 
lineman too much on a zone run his way or when sealed off from a run to the other side of the field. He usually recovers though, getting to 
the ball carrier or at least preventing the cut back from gashing the defense. When Nelson breaks free, he consistently makes the easy 
tackles, rarely makes the hard ones, and usually finds himself around the pile when the whistle blows. He reads the option well, preventing 
the quarterback keep while also staying relevant to the running back’s path. Nelson at times struggles with the tight end down block, failing 
to either see the blocker or resisting the pressure from the superior angle, even with his hands in their proper place. He also suffers from 
inconsistency, particularly with his play strength, as he viciously throws linemen on some plays, and allows inferior players to toss him 
around on others. 

 

 



Last Word 

Garrett Nelson projects as an Edge player in a 4-3 defense, but playing in a 3-4 is not out of the question. In either scheme, however, he 
would rotate primarily on 1st and 2nd down. Nelson has the tools to contribute heavily on a variety of special teams units, primarily punt, 
punt return, field goal, and kick return. He plays the run fairly well, the pass adequately, and has the versatility to fill in at a few different 
places in the defense. His effort and drive suggest he has the motivation to improve his game, but to develop into more than a backend 
rotation player and special teams body, Nelson’s run defense will need to be more consistent, and his pass defense more effective.​
 

One-Liner: Average in most facets but exceptional at none, Garrett Nelson fits the prototype of a depth player, and the length of his career 
likely hinges on whether he has the flexibility to contribute on special teams. 

Grade: 5.8  - Ceiling: 6.5 (5%) Floor: 5.4 (10%) Round: 6 


